
What is the 2005 
Convention? 

 

•  Recognizes the distinctive nature of cultural 
goods, services and activities:  they are not mere 
commodities or consumer goods that can only be 
regarded as objects of trade, but are recognized as 
vehicles of identity, values and meaning. 

•  Calls for the introduction of polices and measures 
that can support the creation, production, 
distribution and access to diverse cultural goods 
and services 

•  Promotes preferential treatment measures for 
developing countries to facilitate the mobility of 
artists and cultural professionals, as well as a 
balanced  flow of cultural goods and services  

•  Encourages the integration of culture into 
sustainable development policies and 
frameworks  

A legally-binding international agreement that:  
 



« For the first time at the global level, the recently 
adopted United Nations Sustainable Development 

Agenda for 2030 acknowledges the key role of culture, 
creativity and cultural diversity to solving sustainable 

development challenges » 

Irina Bokova, UNESCO’s Director General 

Why a Global Report? 

 

•  Analyze trends, track progress, identify challenges 
•  Facilitate information sharing and knowledge production 

(data and statistics) 
•  Provide examples of innovative policies and measures 
•  Provide evidence for the implementation of the UN SDG 

agenda 2030  

A tool to produce solid evidence for policy monitoring and impact 
assessment:  



For what expected results? 

•  Support evidenced-based policy  

•  Encourage governments to adopt 
policies and measures based on 
the fundamental principles of 
the 2005 Convention: respect for 
human rights and fundamental 
Freedoms, equality, equitable 
access, openness and balance, 
sustainability.  

•  Strengthen informed, 
transparent and participatory 
systems of governance for 
culture 



Why is it innovative? 



The Four Goals  
of the 2005 Convention 
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